William D. Crane maintained travel diaries containing two different occasions throughout the course of his life. The first accounts coming as a young boy in 1909 on a trip to France, England, and Scotland. This trip ranged from June 24 to September 4, 1909. His diary covers the entire trip from start to finish, starting with his departure on a steamship out of New York City and ending when he leaves London and arrives back in New York with his family via the R.M.S. Mauretania. In these accounts he is relatively young as he refers to his father as “Dadie,” but at the same time is old enough, in an American way, to make fun of the French crew members at every chance he got. This diary also includes early pictures from his Kodak camera while he was abroad. 
The next account comes when William D. Crane is working as an ambulance driver in France during World War 1 in 1916. The difference in his writing between the two diaries clearly indicates that he is older and wiser than in his first accounts. Crane left Harvard before his graduation to serve on an ambulance crew in France with some of his other Harvard classmates and his Kodak camera. Crane goes from golfing with “Dadie” in his first diary to preparing and training for battle in this one. He has experiences with military aircraft and French soldiers in the field of battle. This diary contains some snapshots from his camera during the war.  

