A Timeline of The Significant Wars Involving Americans (Particularly Local Vermonters/ Middlebury Students) From the War of 1812 to the Vietnam War

The War of 1812- 
-This war became a part of many Vermonters’ daily lives

-For example, the battle of Plattsburgh was fought on September 11, 1814, and many Vermonters took part in it. 
-A large number of men from the various towns of Addison County were enrolled as troops and rushed into combat. 
-However, some New Englanders opposed the war because they felt it was costly to commerce and devastating to the Northern economy. 
-After fighting ceased, the gloom which had hung over the local people disappeared, and a general congratulation prevailed.
-Soldiers returned to their homes and went back to the lives of regular citizens. The result was a huge burst of nationalism, and the sentiments of the people became united. Further, peaceful pursuits of business were renewed after the War of 1812 met its conclusion in 1815. The people of Vermont were generally glad to see the war end, and Middlebury College enrollment rose a little bit as a result. 
-(http://web.middlebury.edu/lis/lib/guides_and_tutorials/guides_to_collections/ collection_guide- vermont/internet_resources/history_addison_county/chap7_hac.htm). 
1846-1848 Mexican-American War-

-Polk, the United States president at the time, wanted to expand American lands and gain new territories. Therefore, he sent General Zachary Taylor to the Rio Grande River to find a reason to go to war. When Mexican soldiers attacked a small group of U.S. troops, Polk used this as an excuse to go to war. 
-However, many Americans, including a huge portion of New Englanders- and more specifically Vermonters- opposed not only Polk’s reasoning but also fighting a lesser neighbor. 

-Vermont did not play a very significant role in this war as it was not fought nearby, but ethical and moral reactions against the war prevailed. Slave state balance?

1861-1865 Civil War  (Note: The College on the Hill, p. 110)
-This war seriously divided the country, pitting the Union- including Vermont- against the Confederate South. VT was extremely pro-Union. 
-Vermont men became involved in the Civil War. Some families assisted fugitive  slaves in escaping to Canada, as Vermont was often on the way to Canada for those running away from the South.
-Middlebury students who joined Union forces were revered and looked up to not only by their peers but also by faculty (Stameshkin, The Town’s College, p. 152). 

-On campus, there were “intense feelings that made serious study difficult throughout the war” (Stameshkin, p. 152). But, lots of compositions written during this time relating to important questions of the era as well as correspondence between friends. 
-Decreased enrollment during the war

-Financial crisis as economic losses continued to grow

1898- Spanish-American War (Note: The College on the Hill, p. 189)
-A U.S. battleship, the Maine, anchored off of the Cuban capital of Havana, exploded. This brought U.S. out of neutrality, and probably rightfully so. Battles took place far away. 
-This war was quick, beginning and ending in the same year. 

-Thus, Vermont’s/ Middlebury’s involvement with this war was not too significant. However, America’s expansion and development indirectly affects the Northeast as well. 
1914-1918 World War I (with American involvement) Note: The College on the Hill, p. 240

-Drills around campus (The Strength of the Hills, p. 5)


-50 eager men from Middlebury were recruited for the “mosquito fleet” (p. 9)
-By mid-1917, only 2/3 of the males attending Middlebury remained. So, 1/3 left- some as troops, many as farmers. Thus, the war directly affected the college. 

-With such a loss of students, buildings such as Starr had to be closed and enrollment dropped below 300. Naturally, the college suffered from this war. 
-SATC enacted, failed in the end though.

-flu epidemic- thrived, but only two men died. Still, a scare- campus activities halted.
1941-1945 World War II (with American Involvement)- Note: The College on the Hill, p. 316-325
-Campus enrollment down during war times
-College accepted more women as a result, fewer male applicants
-The V-12 program was successful- navy unit around campus
-Middlebury accepted ~500 men enlisted in the Navy and also accepted more women in order to save the school (The Strength of the Hills). Social implications here (naval balls). 
-Many Middlebury students were drafted

-So this war directly affected the college

-As a result, the college almost became a women’s college 

-Moody out/ Stratton in as college president
1950-1953 Korean War- 
-As the fighting was not near the Vermont area, this war did not directly affect Middlebury College and its students. 
-Nonetheless, Vermonters-including those at the college- held opinions of the war. 
-Just as Americans supported the government and their troops in World War I, they rallied and backed them for this war as well. 
-Fighting in Korea was not protested like the Vietnam War, and the feeling on campus was more similar to World War II, which ended just five years earlier than this war began, than it was to Vietnam. 
-College: many war survivors wanted to attend college once back home (GI Bill). 

-Increased funding to improve and expand the campus (The Strength of the Hills). 
1960- 1975 Vietnam War- 

-Public opinion, including that dominating the Middlebury campus, = against war

-protests

-A significant amount of Middlebury College students, particularly those attending between 1967-1973, organized protests and other public displays in order to make evident their position against the Vietnam War. 

-ROTC enrollment decreases after it becomes voluntary rather than mandatory.
-anti-draft sentiments among students as well. ROTC building burned. 
