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Middlebury College During the Wars

Based on David M. Stameshkin
I. War of 1812  (1809-1815)
A)  The War

· June 1812 War Hawks led by Henry Clay declare war on Britain

· Numerous consequential naval battles (Oliver Hazard Perry)
· December 1814 Hartford Convention – Northerners contemplate secession

· December 1814 Treaty of Ghent officially ends the war

B) The College 

· Middlebury College is created by local citizens mostly with religious concerns
· Middlebury saw steady growth as many of its graduating classes numbered just under Harvard

· The College began to develop a liberal arts curriculum through which students could study to be a lawyer, doctor, or a minister

II. Mexican-American War  (1835-1850)
A) The War

· November 1835 Texas Rebellion begins
· March 1836 Mexican Troops storm and siege the Alamo
· December 1845 Texas admitted into the Union
· May 1846 Pres. Polk receives word that Mexicans have ambushed two American companies and declares that the Mexican War has begun.
· February 1848 The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo is signed ending the war and giving the United States new territories
B) The College
· The years during the Mexican-American War were the most dismal in the college’s history
· A great decline due to shifting religious beliefs and poor economy of the time
· In 1847 enrollment dropped dramatically and the College almost vanished
· University of Vermont offered a joining resolution that would aid both colleges but Middlebury refused
III.

Civil War (1861-1865)

A) The War
· March 4 1861 Lincoln is inaugurated as president of the United States
· April 12 1861 Confederate troops in South Carolina attack Fort Sumter after months of failed negotiations

· July 2 1861 Lincoln suspends the writ of Habeas Corpus

· July 21 1861 Confederates win the Battle of Bull Run

· September 16-18 1862 severe casualties for both sides in the battle at Antietam

· January 1 1863  Lincoln issues Emancipation Proclamation

· November 19 1863 Lincoln delivers the Gettysburg Address

· November 15 1864 Sherman begins his “March to the sea”
· April 9 1865 Lee surrenders the Confederate troops in Virginia to officially end the fighting

· April 14 1865 Lincoln is assassinated

B) The College

· Male enrollment falls drastically due to the coming of the war

· Fraternities dominate social life at the college through the war

· In the wake of the Civil War, the College found itself in a new light – campus life was no longer as stern or strict

IV. World War I (1914-1918)

A) The War

· June 1914 Assassination of Austria-Hungary Archduke Franz Ferdinand

· July 1914 Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia
· August 1914 Germany invades Belgium
· September 1914 Battle of the Marne and beginning of Trench Warfare
· May 1915 Sinking of the Lusitania, American merchant marine boat killing 120 American citizens by a German U-Boat

· March 1917 February Revolution in Russia
· April 2 1917 United States enters the war
· November 11 1918 Armistice Day and the end of the war 

B)  At  Middlebury College
· WWI did not work to the college’s advantage
· Male attendance dropped in the 18 months of American involvement

· By the end of the war Middlebury resembled more of a military camp than a college

· February 16, 1917 men of the college meet to form a military company under Prof. Raymond Mcfarland

· Lack of training officers did not allow the college to establish a unit of the Federal Officers Reserved Training Corps

· By the end of the war nearly 1/3 of the male students had left the college

V. World War II (1939-1945)

A) The War

· September 1, 1939 Germany attacks Poland
· September 3, 1939 Great Britain and France declare war on Germany
· June 22, 1941 Germany invades the Soviet Union
· December 7, 1941 America is attacked at Pearl Harbor by Japan and the next day Pres. Roosevelt declares war.

· November 1943 Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin meet at Tehran Conference
· June 6, 1944 Allied invasion of Europe on the beaches of Normandy
· May 5 1945 V-E Day, Victory in Europe Day
 B) At the College

· Male applications for admissions dropped sharply

· Acting President Stephan Freeman persuaded the board to enroll more women

· Freeman also noted “it is the duty of the college to devote itself entirely to the service of our country”.

· War transformed student life – Fraternity activities were postponed and in 1943 Fraternity houses were ordered to be leased to the Woman’s College

· Athletic program was significantly reduced as several teams were eliminated due to shortage of male students

· The presence of the V-12 Navy program changed the social and political mentality of the College
VI. 
Vietnam War (1962-1975)
A) The Conflict

· February 6, 1962 Military Assistance Command of Vietnam established under General Paul Harkins
· March 22, 1962 Strategic Hamlet program starts
· November 22, 1963 John F. Kennedy is assassinated in Dallas, TX
· August 7, 1964 Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
· March 8, 1965 US combat troops arrive in Danang "Americanization" of the war begins.
· February 4, 1966 Senate Foreign Relations Committee begins special hearings on Vietnam War
· January 30, 1968 Tet Offensive
· February 27, 1968 Walter Cronkite predicts the US cannot win the war
· August 15-17, 1969 Woodstock Festival
· May 4, 1970 National Guard kills 4 at Kent State
· April 15, 1972 US begins bombing Hanoi
· April 29-30 1975 North Vietnamese Army takes Saigon and officially ends the conflict
B) War at the College

· Leading up the War Middlebury an ROTC unit was established by President Stratton who believed that it would stabilize male enrollment

· At the onset of the war, students were generally becoming more liberal in their politics

· Generally, the campus took an opinion against the war in Vietnam

· Strike in 1970 was the pinnacle of Middlebury protest against the war

· May 5 1970 hundreds of Middlebury students sign petition against the deaths of the Ohio Four and the invasion of Cambodia 
· College suspends “normal activities” for the next six days in response to student petition

· The end of the Vietnam era marked a shift in political views of students from liberal to more conservative and almost apathetic.
