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War of 1812 (1812-1815)


Battle of Lake Champlain forces British fleet to withdraw and ends the British invasion

Middlebury during War

Another attempt to unite Middlebury College and UVM fails



UVM was in financial trouble because of the war


1813- General Hunt gives College 5,000 acres of land

Mexican-American War (1846-1848)

Middlebury during War


Strong decline to College attendance and finances- Middlebury nearly disappears in fall of 1847


College fights back and sees improvement from 1847-1850

Civil War (1861-1865)

Middlebury during War


Very prosperous in the 1850’s, ending at the start of the war


Attendance drops because patriotic sentiment sent the men to fight


Drill company is formed at the College, run by Captain Hayward


Valedictorian from class of 1862 (Walker) arrives at commencement on horseback and in military uniform to deliver speech


Revenue of the College plummets because enrollment drops


Still low enrollment after the war

Spanish-American War (1898-1899)

Middlebury during War


Female enrollment climbs during the 1890’s



In 1901 there were more female than male freshmen

World War One- The Great War (1914-1918)

Middlebury during War


Male attendance drops


February 16, 1917- men form a military company



They perform drills without uniforms or guns


Navy recruits men for the “Mosquito Fleet”



April 1917- 50 Middlebury men sign up


Fall 1918- Students’ Army Training Corps (S.A.T.C.) sets up at Middlebury College- almost 300 men enroll



Government pays S.A.T.C. students $30/month plus tuition, room, and board


S.A.T.C. brought to keep students at Middlebury


According to returning students and faculty, the College had sacrificed its educational character to stay alive


Fall 1918- Influenza epidemic hospitalizes 200 students, all but two recover


Only 99 of the 294 S.A.T.C. students are re-accepted into Middlebury College after the war ends and S.A.T.C. is disbanded

World War Two (1939-1945)

Middlebury during War


Enrollment of men declines from 352 in 1942 to 74 in 1943


Female enrollment grows to accommodate for the empty spaces left from the men (to supplement tuition income)


Women take over student life of the college (publications, social life, etc…)


Fraternities unable to remain full and lease their houses to the Women’s College


July 1, 1943- Navy V-12 unit enters College


Navy men feel like outsiders from the civilian students


President Stratton seen as saving the college by bringing in the V-12

Vietnam War (1961-1976)

Middlebury during War


Spring 1965- 8 Middlebury students participate in March on Washington to protest the War


General feeling: dissatisfaction with compulsory ROTC during freshmen and sophomore years


April 1966- ROTC becomes voluntary


March 1968 Poll: 65% felt war was not in country’s best interest, 32% called the war unjust


1969- Downgrade of ROTC program, no credit given for ROTC classes


May 4, 1970- after US enters Cambodia, 4 demonstrators at Kent State University are killed


May 5, 1970- Students at Middlebury sign a petition and the next six days normal activities of the College are suspended


President Armstrong and other colleges’ presidents appeal to Nixon to end war


May 7, 1970- Former student burns down Recitation Hall

