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Timeline: Middlebury and US Wars

1800 – Middlebury College founded

1803 – Philomathesian Society formed (p. 98)

1812 – US declares war on Great Britain 


- the war lasts 2 years ending after Napoleon abdicates leaving the US and GB in 
a stalemate.

1815 – Painter Hall built (p. 47)
1823 – Alexander Twighlight becomes first African American to graduate an American 
college (p. 107)
1830 – Middlebury becomes most populous town in Vermont – college enrollment rising

1837 – Severe depression hits US negatively impacting Midd enrollment (p. 138)

1843 – Chi Psi becomes Middlebury’s first fraternity marking the beginning of a social 
system that would dominate the college for more than 100 years (p. 174)
1846 – Mexican War begins as Mexican troops attack US troops along the contested 
southern border of Texas


- symbolic of US belief in “manifest destiny”


-fighting ends with US occupation of Mexico City in 1847, peave treaty signed 
year later

1850 – Compromise of 1850 includes the Fugitive Slave Act


-kept nation in union, but also strengthened resolve to end slavery

1860 – Lincoln elected president


-South Carolina secedes from Union followed shortly by Missouri, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas

1861 – Confederate State of America formed w/ Jefferson Davis as president


- war begins April 12th as Confederates attack Ft, Sumter


- Virginia secedes followed by Arkansas, Tennessee, North Carolina


- Starr Hall Built after death of Peter Starr (p. 150)

- Midd enrollment drops to an average of 63 during war years (p. 152)

1862 – Battle of Shiloh leaves 23,000 Union and Confederate soldiers dead/wounded – 
more than all previous US wars combined


- Battle at Antietam – Lee is stopped by McLellan leaving 26,000 dead/wounded 
making it bloodiest day in US history


- Aldace Walker, Valedictorian of the class of ’62, enlists days before graduation 
(p. 152)

1863 – Lincoln announces Emancipation Proclamation


- US congress enacts draft for all eligible or $300 fee


-Tide of the war turns when Union wins battle of Gettysburg

1864 – Massive coordinated Union effort turn Civil war into war of attrition


- Fire Burns down Starr Hall on Christmas Eve (p. 155)
1865 – 13th Amendment abolishes slavery


- April – Confederates evacuate their capital in Richmond, VA


- Lee surrenders to Grant at Appomattox


- Lincoln assassinated


- remaining Confederate troops surrender


- first issue of The Kaleidoscope, Middlebury’s yearbook, is published (p. 173)
1875 – Drinking, smoking, card-playing, and pranks become important part of students’ 
social life indicating a shift away from Middlebury’s puritanical roots (p. 181)
1876 – Battle of Little Big Horn becomes worst US military disaster to that point after 
Custer and his troops are annihilated in less than an hour by displaced Native 
Americans

1879 – Midd becomes national laughingstock when entire student body is suspended after 
striking against an outraged faculty that they felt were too aggressive with 
discipline (p. 163)

1881 – Painter Hall is renovated to include a gym and sports gain a place of significance 
at Middlebury for the first time – mainly baseball and football (p. 171)
1883 – Women are admitted to Middlebury for the first time (p. 202)
1884 – Middlebury organizes and athletic association officially recognizing the increased 
place athletics had in student lives (p. 266)
1891 – Battell becomes Middlebury’s first women’s dorm (p. 219)
1895 – Cuban insurrection begins against Spanish forces

1898 – Consul General Lee sees threat to US after Spanish riots in Cuba


- USS Maine is sent to Cuba and is later blown up leading to inquiry


- Roosevelt, then the Asst. Secretary of the Navy gives war objectives 


-Congress authorizes $50 million for war


-President McKinley demands Spain end its war in Cuba, Spain rejects, war is 
declared


- Marines, including Roosevelt, land at Guantanamo Bay in June


- US invades Puerto Rico in July


- Peace protocol signed with Spain agreeing to cede Philippines

1899 – Philippine-American War

1900 – Starr Library is built for Middlebury’s Centennial (p. 209)
1901 – McKinley assassinated Roosevelt becomes president and declares Philippines 
pacified 


- Warner Science Hall is built (p. 211)
1902 – Increased enrollment prompts Middlebury to create separate college for women 
(p. 221)
1905 – Middlebury Campus is first published (p173)
1910 – Ray Fischer ’10 becomes Midd’s first athletic director (p. 268)

1912 – McCullough built as a gymnasium (p. 241)
1914 – Archduke Ferdinand assassinated


- Russia begins to mobilize for war


- Germany declares war on Russia, France


-Europe aligns into Central vs. Allied powers w/ US neutral under W. Wilson

1915 – Middlebury has been transformed into a first-rate college with 13 buildings, 144 
acres of land, 342 students, 32 faculty members and a much improved financial 
standing (p. 229)


- Hepburn Hall and Mead Chapel constructed on top of hill as “twin symbols of a 
New Middlebury” (p. 246)

1917 – Wilson asks Congress for declaration of war


-Selective Service Act passed (3,000,000 men eventually are drafted and serve)

1918 – Wilson outlines 14 Points including League of Nations


- Germans surrender Nov. 11th

- 10 million soldiers and 10 million civilians dead

1919 – Treaty of Versailles

1933 – Hitler appointed Chancellor of Germany making Nazi party official national party 


- Nazis begin violating Treaty of Versailles

1936 – Germany and Italy for Axis alliance

1939 – Germany invades Austria and Czechoslovakia


-Britain and France declare war

!941 – December - Japanese attack Pearl Harbor

-US and Britain declare war on Japan

-Germany declares war on US

1942 – Battle of Midway turns tide of war in Pacific theatre

1943 – US and Britain demand unconditional surrender

1944 – D-Day invasion on Europe


- Paris liberated

1945 – Battle at Iwo Jima


- Roosevelt dies of stroke, Truman becomes president


- Hitler commits suicide, Germany surrenders


- Atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki


- Japanese surrender

1950 – North Korea violates UN sanctions invading South Korea


- Truman commits troops, war begins

- Gen. MacArthur invades North Korea

1951 – UN forces take Seoul

1952 – peace talks and offers of exchanging POWs rejected by Communists


- heavy airstrikes by US cripple NK

1953 – Korean War ends

1955 – Diem becomes president of Republic of Vietnam

1956 – French leave Vietnam

1960 – Kennedy elected president


- Vietcong forms

1962 – US sends advisors and begins using Agent Orange

1963 – Kennedy assassinated


- Diem murdered in CIA approved coup

1964 – Gulf of Tonkin Incident and Resolution 

- “war” begins

1965 – operation “rolling thunder”


- US ground troops arrive in Vietnam

1967 – war escalating but domestic support falls dramatically

1968 – Tet Offensive 


- High point of demestic unrest


- RFK, MLK Jr. assassinated


- Nixon elected after LBJ refuses 2nd term

1969 – Nixon begins secret bombing of Cambodia


- begins to pull troops out

1973 – War ends after Paris peace talks
