Mac Conn
War Timeline
War of 1812 (1812-1814)

  1770-1865 Number of American Colleges went from 9 to 250

Middlebury College was created by local citizens for a variety of secular reasons, no major religious background

The town was founded by people migrating from Litchfield County, Connecticut in the late eighteenth century.  Founded by men concerned with financial gain but were open to educational and religious growth.

Town settlement was surrounded by fierce politics

Claims from New York and New Hampshire


People rebelling and creation of separate state (constitution 1777)


New York drops claims in 1790; join Union in 1791

Battle between western communities for county seat, grammar school, and a college   
“Middlebury College was in part a product of a turbulent and competitive frontier society”
1 of 19 schools chartered in US between 1782-1802…only 9 had been founded in the previous 150 years

Founded in competition with UVM (Burlington School) in 1800



Enjoyed steady growth until the mid 1830’s



Graduating class just under those of Harvard



Liberal Arts curriculum( ministers, doctors, and lawyers
Mexican American War (1848-49)
1835-1880 defined as the most dismal years of Middlebury College

30’s to 40’s were a cataclysmic decline due to religious schism, student decline, and economic depression

Nearly disappeared in 1847( enrollment dropped and UVM suggested a joint college


Reject the UVM plan and enjoy a period of growth under President Labaree until the school was depleted by the Civil War

Civil War (1861-1865)


Post Civil War left a less austere existence, religious intensity waned, and frats dominated the extra-curricular activities


Presidents Hamlin and Brainerd led the college out of post war depression



Modernizing facilities and curriculum 



Admitting women



Actively recruiting students

Spanish American War (1898-1901)
Influence of Hamlin and Brainerd paved the way for President John Thomas


Thought to be the most dynamic President in school history

1915 was the height of his term, in which he completed a 7 year building plan

World War 1 (1914-1917)
Up until WW2 the college maintained an economic homogeneity among the students…tuition was around 300 dollars in 1915

WWI Timeline
Overall: did not work to Middlebury College’s advantage.  Male attendance dropped, and draft uncertainties negatively affected campus life.  College activities suffered 

1914   

· June 28 - Archduke Franz Ferdinand assassinated in Sarajevo. 

· July 28 - Austria-Hungary declares war on Russia. 

· August 1 - Germany declares war on Russia. 

· August 3 - Germany declares war on France. 

· August 4 - Great Britain declares war on Germany. 

1915

· August 30 - Responding to American demands, Germany stops sinking ships without warning. 

· December 28 - Allied withdrawal from Gallipoli. 

1916   

· November 7 - Woodrow Wilson re-elected. 

· December 31 - Rasputin murdered. 

1917   

· February 1 - Unrestricted submarine warfare declared by Germany, again. 

· February 16- men at college formed military company under Professor Raymond McFarland 

· April 6 - United States declares war on Germany.  Middlebury College attempts to establish a unit of the federal officers reserve training corps.  However, it was turned down due to shortage of training officers.  

· 
Lieutenant from Norwich University comes and acts as drill sergeant.  However they lack proper uniforms and use inferior equipment.  

· 
Early April Naval Reserve Recruiters came to recruit for “mosquito fleet” 50 Middlebury College men signed up.  

· Before classes ended nearly 1/3 of the students left college.  Enrollment down from 292 to 80 (Starr Hall closed).

· November 7 - Kerensky's government overthrown by Bolsheviks. 

· December 3 - German-Russian armistice. 

1918   

· January 8 - President Wilson presents 14-point plan. 

· July 16-17 - Bolsheviks murder Tsar Nicholas and his family. 

· August- War department committee establishes Student Army Training Corps (SATC); this turned campus into quasi-military base.  SATC essentially ineffective due to influenza disaster that led to 2 deaths at the College.  

· November 10 - German republic founded. 

· November 11 - Armistice signed.  No time for the SATC to get up and running.  

WWII Timeline
· President Moody serves up until 1942

· Because of War, male applications drop:

· September 1942- 352 male undergrads, by July 1943 there were 74.  Clear evidence of the impact of the war.  

· December 12, 1942- Trustees elect Samuel S. Stratton to become 11th President of College 

· July 1, 1943- Navy V-12 unit, consisting of about 500 officers, enter the college

· After 4 terms, V-12 officers move onto to complete military duties (by end of war, Middlebury College had produced 1200 Navy men).

· Mixing of regular college students (85% of which were women) with V-12 students transformed student life.   

· Women took over 

Vietnam Timeline
· 1960’s mood of nation changes, midd students begin to actively protest war

· Also urge faculty to de-emphisize the ROTC program ( which was established at midd in ’52 under pres Straton)

· Spring ’65, 8 midd students join March on Washington to protest war

· Frustrations manifested in letters to Campus editor in Jan of ‘65

· April ’66 faculty and trustees vote to retain ROTC but only on a voluntary basis

· Between ‘67-‘70 students and profs organized anti-war teach ins demonstrated against dow chemical interviews

· Oct 7, 1969 faculty votes to accept “modified plan”

· 1976 phased out due to lack of participation

· May 1970, students at Kent state killed during demonstrations, aroused intense anti-war sentiment, at its peak from ’69-‘71

· May 7, 1970 recitation hall virtually destroyed in a fire set by an arsonist

· In the wake of fire, students strike attempt to extend it but faculty puts an end to it by May 11th, students have options to pursue political activities with repercussions of an incomplete

· 1971, 50 students participate in the may-day demonstrations in D.C., 26 were arrested

· May 9, 1972, faculty declared with vote that it “deplored the resumption of bombing and the mining of the harbor”

