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War of 1812 (1812-1815)
It can be said that this war greatly affected the college’s financial strength, So much so that its survival was in jeopardy. The plan was to unite UVM and Middlebury by closing down UVM’s Burlington campus. After negotiations they decided against doing this. They had to ask for state loans, but they were not granted. The college was struggling, even though the enrollment was higher than in previous years.
Mexican War (1846-1848)


During this time period the College was struggling. Students could not afford to attend. In 1847 the college nearly closed down. They again considered combining forces with UVM. 
Civil War


Between 1865 and 1879 the average enrollment was 55 students: which was the lowest for any 15 year period in the college’s history. The college’s president during this time was not an effective fundraiser; which added to financial hard times. UVM tried to merge with them, again, but the plan was not followed through with. 
Spanish American War (1898)

World War I (1914-1918)

The president during this time period was very effective for the growth of the school. He built Mead Chapel, Mccoulough, Pearsons, and Hepburn.  In 1917 enrollment dropped to 80 because of the war. A military company was formed on campus. The college was very patriotic towards its country and heavily supported the troops. Many Middlebury alumni and current students were involved in desk jobs and combat aspects of the war. By the end of 1917one third of the male students had already left for duties having to do with war. There were two companies on campus. The Student Army Training Corps. was formed. This involved the government paying students 30 dollars a month plus room and board. Curriculum changed to include military courses. SATC demobilized after war ended so only 99 of the 294 men could remain at Middlebury. Those who remained on campus made an effort to ensure that letters were sent to those serving. Many letters went back and forth between troops and professors. 
World War II 

Steven Freeman became the college’s new president after Moody resigned.  He encouraged male students to sign up for the reserve corps units.  In 1942 Samuel S. Stratton was elected as president. War greatly changes the students’ lives. Fraternities were no longer active. The role of women on campus greatly increased, they took over most of the campus extra curricular activities. The extra curricular and social activity diminished because loss of student body and navy integration.  On campus women rolled bandages for Red Cross.  The college was helped greatly by the establishment of the V-12 on campus, which can be credited to Stratton. Many students and faculty were enlisted in the military. 

Korean War
Middlebury made an ROTC unit at Middlebury in 1952, in order to encourage male enrollment. The plan worked: Between 1952 and 1969 the program produced 623 commissioned officers. But many students were against the ROTC program. 

Vietnam 
James Armstrong was the president of the College during wartime. From 63-75 enrolment increased from 1331 to 1878. He arranged a new faculty, new facilities, new funds used for research, and higher salaries. So the war did not affect enrollment or financial situation. Many students participated in national and at home anti-war demonstrations. They urged the faculty to eliminate the R.O.T.C. program; which showed the general opposition to the war. 8 students joined in the march on Washington to protest. A protest against the invasion of Cambodia forced legislation to stop the ordinary school schedule for 6 days. Even the faculty was opposed to the war and the draft, they organized a march through the town of Middlebury in March of 1970. An ROTC classroom was even vandalized by a group of students
