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Middlebury College Timeline: Wars and College History

1800 – Middlebury College receives its charter

1812 – War of 1812. Henry Davis is college president. Several Middlebury students serve, including Jacob Lansing, Bela Edgerton, and Justus Post, but few (if any) leave their studies in order to do so. Enrollment occurs before or after time spent at Middlebury, and the impetus comes as Vermonters and New Yorkers given that much of the fighting took place around Lake Champlain.
1848 – Mexican War. Middlebury suffers serious financial difficulties, later solved by president Benjamin Labaree.

1861-65 – Civil War. College enrollment nearly halves, and a drill company is created on campus. Adlace F. Walker, ’62, addresses his graduating class in Union uniform. The college enters a new financial crisis. Middlebury very nearly merges into the UVM system. Starr Hall burns down in 1864. President Labaree finally retires in 1866.

1898 – Spanish-American War

1917-1919 – World War I. John Thomas is president. The college is denied a unit of the Federal Officers Reserve Training Corps but establishes a drill company directed by an officer from Norwich University. A unit of the Vermont Volunteer Militia (the erstwhile Vermont National Guard) is established on campus and later the Students’ Army Training Corps comes. Enrollment is down, and the college refocuses on training officers. The influenza epidemic reaches campus in October 1918, though only two die. 

1940-1945 – World War II. The V-12 Program comes to Middlebury; approximately 1,200 officer candidates will be trained on campus. The college’s demographics will be 85% female due to the lack of male civilians.

1950-53 – Korean War. The college is severely damaged by a hurricane in November 1950. The ROTC program is established to keep enrollment stable; the first two years are compulsory, and students may choose to continue and become commissioned officers.

1954-75 – Vietnam War. Students are active in antiwar demonstrations, and ROTC is made voluntary in 1966. The students go on strike in antiwar protest in 1970, and Recitation Hall is burned down. 

1991 – Gulf War

2001-? – War on Terror

