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Panthers defeat ff
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By Sarah Jones
Staff Writer

Middlebury women’s hockey
continued: their winning ways last
weekenid with two impressive wins.
A 3-1 victory over Rensselear Poly-
technic Institute (RPI), the number
two team in Division™H], on Satur-
day was followed by the 2-0
shutout of Williams on Sunday.

" These wins improve the Panthers’
record to 17-2-1 overall and 14-0
in the Eastern Coast Athletic Con-
ference (ECAC).

Both RPI and Williams came
out with the intensity needed to
knock off the top-ta anthers.
No ECAC team has
Middlebury since the foundmg of
the ECAC in the 1995 season.

RPI played a tight game against
the Panthers. Both teams skated
evenly coming out in the first peri-
od. Middlebury did an excellent
job of controlling the puck offen-
siwl}r. forcing the RPI defense to
stay in back in their zone. The
game’s first score came fifteen min-
utes into the first period when ju-
nior Catherine Pullins tapped in
the puck off a rebounded shot for
the power play gnaL Michelle

Labbe ‘01 swung the puck out to
ar Catherine Elimsmfmm .
of the goal for the shot. Elkins're-
bound came right to Pullins who
put the puck pat RPI goahe Laura

first-ye

DeNuccio.
Mldl:llcburjrheidﬁ:el -0 lead for
the rest of the first period. Howev-

er, RPI tied up the game 1-1 early

mtheucandpenoﬂuffarebnund
that bounced off of RPI forward
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RPI had their best chance to
take the lead midway though the
semndpmod.hﬁermdbtck-
back Middlebury penalties, RPI
had a 5-3 player advantage. Mid-
dlebury’s three-player triangle de-
fense and goalie Megan Hutching-
son’ 02 limited RPI to two shots on
goal during this two-man advan-
tage, preventing a go-ahead goal.
_ Back at full strength, Middle-
bury had a number of great shots
on DeNuccio but could not con-
nect.

“The goalie play was excellent,”
Middlebury Coach Bill Mandigo
said. “We took a lot of great shots
that didn't go in and had some dif-
ficulty putting the puck in the net”
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Middlebury came out with re-
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the RP,
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ﬁ:mn:lthen:twlth 7:52 Wmeﬁmkym and Elkins.

inthe game. Michelle Labbe tapped
the puck into the empty side of the

net after the goalie lost the puck.

Labbe and junior Sylvia Ryan lead
the team with 19 goals apiece for
“the season. The assist on Labbe’s

Middlebury’s last goal iced the
game for the Panthers. First-year
Ashley Morton found the net after
the assist by fellow freshman Laurie
Richmond. RPI was unable get
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