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Mary Annette Anderson (1899) was the first woman of color to graduate from Middlebury College.  She became a professor and taught at Straight University in New Orleans and later at Howard University.
Ronald H. Brown (1962) was the chairman of the Democratic Nation Committee, playing a major role in Bill Clinton’s presidential election bid in 1992,  Brown was then appointed Secretary of Commerde by Clinton.  Brown died in an airplane accident during a mission to rebuild the war-torn economies of the Balkan states.

Martin Henry Freeman (1848) was the nation’s first African-American college professor and president when he joined the faculty of the all-black Allegheny Institute (now Avery College) in 1850.  He also became professor and president of Liberia College.  (115)

James L. Sweatt III (1958) is a thoracic surgeon and serves on the faculty of the University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center.  He was the first African American to be accepted at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis and the first appointed to the board of directors at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas.

Alexander Lucius Twilight (1823) was the first African American citizen to earn a degree from an American college or university.  He was a minister and educator who became the first African-American member of the Vermont General Assembly.  116

