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April 18, 1955

Ur. Brooks' comments and recommendationss

ELANCHE SHEWELL: This young lady was iunterviewed today. OShe seens happy
and contented back at BSS., She is full of resentment and accusations against

the Colony House and its director,

After reviewing this situation, including the report by Miss Curtis follovwe
ing Miss Shewell's return, the writer would strongly recommend that until
there is some change for the better, no ﬁzrtherstulanta should be considered

for placement at the Colony House,

CORA PARKER; This young lady was intervicwed at some lengti, She seems a
quiet, personable, confident young lady. She is very anxious to work outside
the dormitory, I feel that she should be encouraged to extend her activities
as much as possible, I have the 4 ssion that her potential is somewhat
greater than previous performance or testing would indicate, OShe seemed guite
interested in manual training and very proud of some fine work e has done
opportunity to achieve her maximum s
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progress, If any program of adult
training, should develop, she should be
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In the interview, Miss Merchant claimed that she had complete loss of
memory from a Tuesday afterncon until Wednesday morning after the ell
mentioned above, She sald everything went black » but finally ldn:l:tad tha
she could hear people talking but could not make out who the "
they were saying, "I could hear but I douldn't speak,
eyes but 1 couldn't, they were stuck right together,”
assocliation, "I think my aunt ought to write to me,
month", Further questioning revealed that Ruth had had poss
symptoms in the past. She spoke of losing her voice, a lump
going blind for a few days, snd in particular being completel
ear after the attendant spoke crossly to her, "She Hollered at me. I
couldn't hear anything out of my right ear for a long time", r

It would seem that this lady suffers from hystero-gpilepsy., She has definite
conversion symptoms, espeeially this last episode was undoubtedly hysterical,
There is still the possibility that she may have grand mal seiszures, Her
dilantin should be continued, Meanwhile, every effort should be made to
withdraw attention [rom her more dramatic spells, give her attention in other
wvays, and especially put her mind at ease about her aunt's health,

ANNA DUMAS; This lady, who has a long history of emotional disorder, asked
to see the writer because she wanted to be transferred from E to G, It is
reported that recentl)' she has been a behavior problem, becoming assaultive
towards the other girls, etes Pl

During the interview, Anna sat in a very tense position, wringing her hands,
rocking and forth in her chair, ©She complained, "they nig at me all
the time, throw slams and slurs". Asked about voices, she said:

- .‘,""’ » the way we used to de
netimes my father talks to me too, "

elosely in Dormitory E for the time being.
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by 1/2 grain dally every three days. Whatever means are poseible to give
hinm some manner of interest outside of his selzures should be exploited,

This deteriorated, moiatod, disturbed idiot was seen
briefly in dormitory D, Sh¢ should be given Thorazine in gradually increasing

doses untll maximum 300 mg, Her somnos should be reduced to 1 teaspoon,
used only when absolutely necessary,

It wvas noted in examining this patient that she has marked retraction of the
supra=-clavicular spaces and some dullness of the right apex, Although her
recent survey film of the chest was reported as negative, 1 feel that she

should be referred to Dr, Estabrook as a possible bearer of tuberculous
Or‘miuo

WILLIANM HALEY: This boy was taken off Thorazine two weeks ago, as it vas
reported that he was getting no benefit, Sinece that time he has been ah

increasing behavior problem, assaultive, aggressive, actively hownmnl,
ete., He was interviewed at some length, was silly, giggling, bragging sbout
his misbehavior. He sald that he and Arthur Guerin play with each other's
penises. He says, Superman told him to do this, the same superman he sees
on TV, He also said his story about superman was a lie. Asked vwhy he lied,
he said, "I've got a reason, a privilege, it's my privilege to lie", It vas
noted that he used other such words as privilege in a proper sense, One
suspects that he may have some degree of pseudo-retardation, seeondary te
his emotional disorder, I feel that his Thorazine should be resumed at the
maximun dosage of 300 mg daily,

CARCL JARVIS: It 1: reported that this young lndyismchwm
the past week, somewhat improved before, She has had one seisure on Easter
Sunday, April 10, but went home rgr & visit at Baster and Wﬂ




er now, but he used
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T4 ST, PIERRE: This girl is reported to
ttendants associate this




There has been no roticeable change in this boy's behavior

There has been no noticesble change in this boy's behavier

Kiti. The following patients have been reeceiving anti-convalsives without
any recorded comnvulsive seisures for at least the past five years., Medication
should be reduced gradually to see if they can be seisure-~free without
nedlication at this time, socording to the following schedule:

Pilanting reduce by 4 grein daily every thres days.
Fhenobarb: reduce by ¢ grain daily every three days.

when Fhenobarb and Vilantin are combined, ihencbard should be reduced first and them
the Dilanting P i * '
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lhaae haer B8 M 1 ~An - A i R,
has been at the Colony L1or TAreE WeeKs,

JLANCHE SHEWRLLS nl8 ELrl, WL USRS

has worked we L untill egterday. Yesterday she becalne l‘lfﬁ}-t“dij‘lﬁ’l and moody
and uncooperative and refused to go out TO work today. when she was
interviewed by the wrller she cried bitterly and was unsble to say much

s = .. . s 4 ?
Finally tThe girl sald she was nomesicCk
for Brandon and could not stand it at the Colony another moment,

Later during the visit to the L“olony House, the girl's homesickness

conversation with Miss Yolan and Shirley Mailhotte, who

came up in the

is Blanche Shewell's room mate. MMiss Mailhotte said, "I guess sne is

homesick for the xind of 1life they 1live ot Brandon", On further question-

ing she said, "Miss Dolan does not let us be 10O friendly here. We AR 0

ad tha - ' n_ Finally it was discovered that Eh&'nﬂsi, ii ;F@%éi

ite heatedly by Miss Dolan, IissS Mailhotte, Mr. le ;,&
P R T ' L”; 2 = 1‘: "" * t

lE{;;iﬂq‘Dolanﬂwere extremely CO

She gave the impreﬂﬂi,,;ﬂif;_ he f

‘tb her from Brandon Were confirmed .

hﬂmasexual activities.

n and referred to the




and it seemed quite possible that such warning and talks are what had
actually upset Miss Blanche Shewell, Many attempts were made to gev
Miss Dolan and her friend Miss Mailhotte to mention any specific and
conerete instances which led them to suspect that Miss Shewell might
be a homosexual. No such concrete instances could be mentioned.

It was quite evident that for a girl to be labeled a "homo" at the

Colony required nothing more than her having been at Brandon State
School although all girls who tended to develop crushes or any close

friendships were so labeled. As nothing seemed to be gained by

continuing this unpleasant discusslon, it was dropped.
I feel that if any further signs of pressure on Miss Shewell

T e T are evident, she should be returned to the Brandon State School for
ittt o . AR
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~_her own peace of mind.
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