A woman on welfare 
wrote in Scribner's: 

Thrift, industry, self-reliance, fortitude--these virtues have become vices and will destroy 
the individual who practices them. This is an unpleasant thought, but millions of us today 
are being forced to accept it. The farmer whose bumper crop is a sin, all those whose 
savings became hoardings--any one exposed to the economic conditions of today, if his 
character has been set in the old culture, will find himself hampered by ideas and attitudes 
which are no longer appropriate. At first this is only bewildering. But as the pressure 
increases, as adaptation to the new conditions becomes necessary, the bewilderment gives 
place to pain. 11 
"Does the World Owe Me a Living?" Scribner's Magazine, May 1934, p. 425.
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In analyzing the thought of the 1930s, historians have usually concentrated on the reactions of various liberal and leftist critics of Roosevelt's New Deal reform programs. A few, however, have stressed that in opposition both to the New Deal's regulated welfare capitalism and to the left's many-faceted demands for a more openly radical program, the period also witnessed some significant theorizing that remained conservative and even reactionary. Considerable attention, for instance, has been given to the Nashville Agrarians who in November 1930 published I'll Take My Stand, their ardent manifesto of Southern cultural independence from the capitalistic, urban-industrial north. Yet it is not so well known that the Jeffersonian social theory they espoused was the basis for a broader, national effort to promote the decentralization of American government and industry and to foster greater economic self-sufficiency through a wider distribution of property. For ten years, 1937–1947, the journal Free America served as an organ for this “decentralist” movement.
