Maher on Race in the CCC
An amendment to bill estg CCC prohibited discrimination “on account of race, color, or creed.”

Even though the Corps placed African Americans in segregated camps, and estd separate camps for Native Americans on Indian reservations, those joining the New Deal program came from a variety of ethnic and religious backgrounds.  106

Corps enrollees thus joined the New Deal program not only with weakened bodies, but also with physical characteristics that suggested their various ethnic and religious identities.  106

Due to racism both within the CCC and without, black enrollees had a more difficult time than whites getting into the Corps, found their segregated camps situated even farther away from nearby communities because of local protests in every region of the country, including the North, and were rarely allowed to take on administrative responsibilities in their own African-American camps.  . . Unable to become white by working in nature, African-American enrollees, like white and black women, remained outside the New Deal body politic.  110

Edgar Brown, the highest-ranking African-American in the Corps’ administrative hierarchy, supplied the black press with a similar stream of favorable copy.  155

