Some sewing work classified as semiskilled “whereas the women engaged in this work had usually been employed in domestic service or farm labor, classified as unskilled.”    (press release – rural negro -1938, p.2-3
Washington Tribune editorial: 

More than 84 per cent of employed colored women in the District of Columbia are engaged in [domestic service], working in private homes, hotels, and restaurants, with a status probably a little removed from that of slaves..”


“It is a fact that a great portion of these women are employed in this arduous work from sunrise until late at night, under conditions, in cases too unbelievable to mention.  

Wages “a pittance”)  Npd-3-27-37, 6.

Washington Tribune endorses efforts to unionize domestic service workers.  
Atlanta Daily world editorial on women being taken from sewing rooms and placed on beautification projects

“Women at work, doing the tasks usually confined to men at our own Washington Park, is a picture which should be repulsive to the community and nation.  When a civilization sinks to the low level of having its women dig in the earth, build stone walks, and plant trees and shrubberies on hillsides, in a public place, that is a mighty poor civilization in a high state of degeneration.  Although commonly associated with the WPA program in the state, nothing is possible more foreign to the set-up of the new social order enunciated by the present national administration.  Npd 5-22-37, 5.

Black women made to do work of husky men.  H.D. Coke, “Writer Reports Finding Women Working on Project Digging Ditches, Similar Tasks” Atlanta Daily World 20 October 1936, 1.

These women are working on projects on which they have to dig ditches, haul sand, mix concrete, lift lumber, mow grass, cut weeds, plant trees, and ladscape.  All of these jobs are much too heavy for women.  “Road Alves,” ADW 27 October 1936, , 6.
