Whereas white Southerners complain about federal interference in states’ rights, the Afro-American writes:
“Government’s meddling (as Mr. Landon puts it) into the business of towns and cities and individuals has brought the 44-hour week to thousands of workers for the first time in their lives, old-age pensions, unemployment insurance, cheap heat, light, and power, low-cost housing, and a WPA job or relief on the same basis of absolute racial equality.”  Negro press-aug 36, 5.
Terror and relief –

The town constables have been oiling their guns and local relief officials have been cutting their rolls in a determined effort to force evert manual worker to toil In the hot Texas fields for less than a dollar a day.  For the next few months there will be an increase in “vagrancy arrests in Texas since under the Southern landlord code any worker refusing to pick cotton for any wage the landlords want to pay is vagrant.”


Reports from all over the state WPA projects are being suspended in order to drive workers to the farms.  Npd-oct10-36, 2.

Waco Messenger editorializes:  


“Here is the way we see it.  The New Deal of President Roosevelt is lifting the wage level of Negroes in the South.  This is the important thing that all black men have been fighting for, the raising of our economic status, and if the New Deal program does nothing more than this it has justified itself for the black people of the Southland.    Npd –oct 10-36, 7.
Kelly Miller, dean emeritus of Howard University:  the Negro “has nbeen the chief beneficiary of Federal power over the provincial restrictions of states rights.   [therefore] a vote for Landon – with his strange obsession for states rights – is a vote against the spirit of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments.”  

Amsterdam News endorses New Deal  in 1936 eostigan-Wagner anti-lynching bill the New Deal administration has missed an opportunity to blot out the shame of America.  Npd – oct 17-1936, 9.

Forms of dscirmination on WPA, reported in Afro-American:  

Relaxing fede regulations for whites and enforcing them strictly for blacks; dual wage scales for blacks and whites (on grounds that wages for blacks have to remain competitive with private industry); difficulty of black skilled workers in obtaining suitable reief assignments; dual wage budgets for black and whites  npd oct 31, 1936, 2.

