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Jobs Now Held By Gentler Sex
In 250 Different Occupations

Mrs. Woodward. Director of Women's Work in FERA and
CWA. Tells of Unusual Pursuits Opened Up All Over
the United States: Outdoor Toil Has Benefited Many.

L
By Frances Mangum.

Fifty vears ago there was one job for a woman—making a home and
rearing children.

Today women are employed in no less than 250 pursuits, ranging from
scrubbing tombstones to cheeking up on divorced husbands,

Yesterday Mrs. Ellen § Woodward, dircctor of women’s work of the
Federal Emergency Relief and Civil Works Administrations, sat in her
office and pointcd out on a large map of the United States the extensive
areas in which women are working at upusual and constructive jobs,

She spoke of the recent lean years during which millions of women
throughout tne country were forced to become breadwinners, but in
many cases were unable to find ecmployment and earn even a bare sus-
tenance.

She told also of the thousands of highly cducated women, specialists
in certain constricted fields, who, suddenly losing their jobs, found them-
selves without any means of support,

“Out of this calamitous state of¢
affairs there has sprung a new or- tion. Each State and territorial

der,” declared Mrs. Woodward, “a Civil Works administrator was aue
’ . . § thorized to add to his staff a prop-
world of women who will work erly qualified woman to give her
wherever work there is, who will full time to women’s work. These
§ . o . women immediately set to work to
scarch out jobs, and cven create find and create jobs for other wom-

them! en. So great has been their ver-
“Naturally the Federal Emergen- s-ility that women now are em-
S v ployed on the greatest variety of

¢y Relief has not been able to take jobs in the history of the world.

care of all the unemployed women
in our country. 1t has, however.
been able to give steady jobs to an |
amazing number of those on the’
relief lists.”

Repair of Schoolhouses.

Delving into a stack of communi- |
cations piled on her desk, Mrs.
Woodward sorted out letters from\
Civil Works administrators in dif-|
ferent States naming the projects:
on which women workers were en-
gaged.

_“Down South in many of the ru-’
ral districts women are repairing
run-down school houses, painting
them inside and out,” she said.
“Some of them actually go into the
woods, chop down trees, hew posts
from them, and build fences around
community property. Others are
employed in scrubbing tombstones.

“All through the country are
small graveyards run down and
dismally dilapidated. Rural work-
ers engaged in a thorough clean-up
campaign are completely rchabili-
tating these places.

“In a great many sections of the
country they are scarching out and
finding data on historical places
and buildings. They sce that such
information is catalogued. and the
places marked. This in turn gives
work to cataloguers and markers.
" “The tumble-down boundary
posts that mark the State and coun-
ty lines also come under their su-
pervision.  They reconnoiter the
countryside, ascertain the location
of these, paint and repair them, and
thus help preserve them.”

Engaged in Road Building.

Mrs, Woodward read aloud a re-
port from the administrator in Ala-
bama showing where women therc
were actually cngaged on road
work. They follow in the path of
the men who are scraping and dig-
ging, and plant grass, shrubs and
flowers along the roadside. In a
great many States they are at work
on planting projeets in  public
parks.

“This out-of-doors work is a fine
thing for a great many women who
have becn too closely confined to
their homes,” Mrs. Woodward
pointed out. “We've had letters
from many of them saying that
after six or seven wecks of this
sort of gardening, they scem to
gain a new lease on life.” .

Mrs. Woodward fold of the jobs
under Civil Works which many
colored wnmen had obtained.

“In North Carolina,” she said.
“Negro women are at work digging
the weeds out of golf courses.
Farther South many of them have
found emnloyment in draining and
cleaning swamps for mosquito con-
trol.

Chivalry Practiced.

“We had a lciter from the ad-
ministrator of a Southern State
the other day citing instances which
prove that chivalry still rules be-
iow the Mason and Dixon line. He
cays that in secveral districts men
nave been known to give up their
jobs under Civil Works to women
who were called upon to support
families.”

In cities women are employed on
a wide variety of Federal relief
jobs, according to Mrs. Woodward.

“In soms: cities” she said, “they
are carting away garbage. helping
to lJocate old public records and
prepare them for use, surveying
vacant lots and back yards, and
helping check up on divorced hus-
bands who are not contributing to
the support of their children in
needy cases.”

Regarding the women who have
specialized vocations and who are
out of work, Mrs. Woodward said
that wherever it was possible they
were put to work in congenial sur-
roundings.

“I know of one elderly woman in
Boston—and she is simply an ex-
ample of many women all over the
United States—who used to teach
art,” she said. “When she became
old and not able fo work cvery
day, she lost her pupils and had
10 means of support. |

Art’ Guide and Taxidermist,

{'“Through Civil Works she was
placed as guide in an art gallery
and has been doing splendid work.

. ‘That is her field, she knows it, loves

it,and is able to. give visilors a
far better understanding of pictures
than the mere catalogue would
ever do.”
YMrs. Woodward referred to
another case, that of a young wom-
§n. taxidermist who was appointed
along with a group of men to do
work in a museum,

*¢ “Flattering comments from all
aver the country have come in re-‘
garding her work,” she said.

. 1 Mrs.- Woodward explained that
the Civil Works projects were car-|
tled out through funds transferred
from the Public Works Administra-
} .

Federal relief and recovery projects have been the means of opening up many wunfamiliar avenues of
usefulness for women. At the top are seen a number of women employed in a planting project at
Greensboro, N. C. Below is a scene in the public library of Okemah, Okla., where girls are cngaged in
cleaning and repairing books. At right is Blrs. Ellen S. Woodward, of Jackson, pMiss., widow of a judge
and daughter of a former United States Senator, director of women's work of the FERA and CWA.
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