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i most obvious objections to the policy fol-

i lowed by the agency is that it tends to dis-
~courage local efforts toward recovery, In

some sections, notably the South, the preva-

lence of Federal relief funds keeps men and

women away from jobs they might other-

wise fill. Low wages are scorned for the

ease of life on the dole.

Not gnly does FERA compete with agri-
culture and indusiry for labor, but far too .
often the Federal doles are independent of
any definite employment machinery, which
must be a primary part of all eficlent reliet
systems. This is coupled with the present
lack of organization whereby, in the long
route from Washington to the community,
some of the money intended for the unem-
ployment falls, through the influence of
politicians and downright graft, to reach its
objective.

While the President is keenly aware of
the need for relief of the unemployed, he
is not oblivious to chiselers, He would not
toss the entire burden of relief back in the
laps of the municipalities whence the Fed-
eral Government so chivalrously borrowed
it. But he shows a realistic understanding
of the eagerness of local communities to let
Washington do more than its share. It is
encouraging to have the Chief Executive
emphasize the responsibility of citles and
States, especially as it may signify the be-
ginning of a more efficient, as well as a:

more economical, relief system. |

Better Late Than Never.

“The primary responsibility . for tom-
munity needs rests upon the community
itselr,” _

Thess words wers the gist. of Preaident

' Roosevelt's briet address yesterday to
leaders in the. Cammunity Chest movement
gatherad at the White House. .They are
significant because thoy emphasize a funda-
mental it neglected aspect ot Iht distress-
ing problem of relief. B

As the President outlined-the problom,-it
beglas first in thn smaller communlty ‘When
theze initial resources are no'longer'suf-
ficlent to take care of the needy it:becomes
& duty of the State to supplemont com=
munity expenditures, ‘And-when.the State'
no longer can cope with the' ult\mlon. Feds'
aral ald muat ho glven, It Is only then that
“the Faderal Government has any:duty to!
add its resources to the common chuse,"-

OMcials of the Fedoral Emergency Relle?
Administration ahould ba the fivat to glve
heed to the Prosident’s address, * One o the
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