On and on the senators droned, paralyzing the legislative process for weeks.  Josiah Bailey of North Carolina voiced the southerners’ fear that the Wagner-Costigian bill was “the forerunner of a policy studiously cultivated by agitators, not for the purpose of preventing lynching, but for the purpose of introducing the policy of Federal interference in local affairs.  The lynching bill would promptly be followed by a civil rights bill . . . I 

Last three tenets of the 1937 Conservative Manifesto:

8.    Maintenance of state rights, home rule, and local self-government, except where proved definitely inadequate.
9.    Economical and non-political relief to unemployed with maximum local responsibility.                 
10.   Reliance upon the American form of government and the American system of enterprise.

From the beginning of the New Deal, there were five Senate Democrats who wanted nothing better than to maul and cripple FDR’s legislation:  Carter Glass and Harry Byrd of VA; Millard Tydings of MD; Thomas Gore of OK; and Josiah Bailey of NC.  Later, more Democrats – men such as Walter George of GA, Ellison “Cotton Ed” Smith of SC, Robert Bulkley of OH, Bennett Champ Clark of MO, Burton Wheeler of Montana, Tom Connelly of TX, Pat McCarran of NV, Guy Gillette of Iowa, and others – joined the obstructionist crew.  And yet, when FDR ran for reelection in 1936, none of them had the courage to criticizehim.  

The rhetoric used by Southern Democrats in the Senate during the filibuster echoed the

House debate insofar as those opposing the bill railed against the political influence of African-

American voters within the Democratic Party. Senator Byrnes (D-SC) warned that if Walter

White of the NAACP could “order” this bill to pass, “what legislation will he next demand of

Congress and the United States?”166 Senator Carter Glass (D-VA) argued that the bill was

163 Whelan “The Politics of Federal Anti-Lynching Legislation,” 25. In 1937, the language of the Costigan-Warner

bill was replaced by the House-passed Gavagan language and because Senator Costigan had retired in 1936; Senator

Fredrick Van Nuys (D-IN) co-sponsored this version with Senator Wagner (D-NY). “merely for the purpose of aiding Negrophilists to gain Negro votes in doubtful states.”167
Senator Theodore Bilbo (D-MS) also contributed to this line of argument by asserting “we are

now confronted by…rising generations of discontented and trouble-making hybrids, mulattos,

quadroons, and octroons, seeking the elective franchise and conniving with deluded whites,

negrophilists, and miscegationists, for the balance of power in determining political issues.”168

167 Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session, January 27, 1938, p. 1164.

168 Congressional Record, 75th Congress, 3rd Session, January 27, 1938, p. 893.
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