Week 1

2/14
In-class screening: D.W. Griffith, Birth of a Nation (1915), excerpts.
2/16
Alain Locke, The New Negro (1925), 3-16, 47-95, 105-111, 129-150, 216-227, 301-311, 353-360.
Rhapsodies in Black: Art of the Harlem Renaissance, Corcoran Gallery
Examples of Blues and Jazz Music
Week 2

Screening: Our Dancing Daughters (1928) 7:30 p.m., Tues., Feb. 21, location TBA
2/21

Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer, "The Culture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass Deception" in Simon During, ed., The Cultural Studies Reader, 2nd ed. (1999), 31-41. 

F. Scott Fitzgerald, "The Diamond as Big as the Ritz" and "Bernice Bobs Her Hair" Ftizgerald short story collection;
Find advertising images by browsing the following Library of Congress - American Memory site:
Prosperity and Thrift: The Coolidge Era and the Consumer Economy, 1921-1929

2/23
Benjamin B. Lindsay and Wainwright Evans, "Marriage on Trial" in The Companionate Marriage (1927);
Mary Ryan, "The Projection of a New Womanhood" in Our American Sisters(1981)

Week 3

Screening -- Meet John Doe (1941) on Tuesday, February 28 at 7:30, location TBA
2/28

Meridel LeSueur, Salute to Spring (1939), pp. 26-97, 131-140, and 159-191;

Letters to FDR from Black Americans (1930s), 79-94;

Examine "Rediscovering America," "Celebrating the People," and "Work Pays America" sections of National Archives art exhibit, "A New Deal for the Arts";

Music from the Great Depression (focus on the first seven songs).
3/1

Lawrence Levine, "Film Images of National Politics in the Great Depression," The Unpredictable Past (1993).
YOU MUST SEE MEET JOHN DOE BEFORE THURSDAY'S CLASS (SCREENING ON TUES.)

Week 4

3/6
Robert Westbrook, "'I Want a Girl, Just Like the Girl that Married Harry James': Women and the Problem of Political Obigation during World War II," American Quarterly (1990). 

Ernie Pyle, Selections from Brave Men (1944),195-205;

National Archives exhibit: "Powers of Persuasion: Propaganda Posters from World War II"; 

"What Did you Do in the War, Grandma?" -- website on women's wartime roles in Rhode Island (recommended, not required).
Patriotic Music from World War II.
3/8

Michael Omi and Howard Winant, Racial Formation in the United States, 2nd ed. (1994), excerpt.

Look at website containing anti-Japanese images from the war; in particular, please look at posters in second section on Japanese brutality.

Frank Capra, Know Your Enemy: Japan (1945), in-class film clips;

Jeanne Watsuki Houston, Selections from Farewell to Manzanar (1973), 3-19, 24-29, 81-88;

Site on Japanese-American internment compiled by John Yu. Be sure to look at links to "An Exclusion Poster" and "The Camps.";

Library of Congress, "African American Odyssey" exhibit on WWII; 
Recommended:
Ansel Adams, Born Free and Equal: The Story of Loyal Japanese Americans (1944).

Week 5
3/13

Lizabeth Cohen, A Consumer's Republic:The Politics of Mass Consumption in Postwar America (2008), excerpts.
3/15 
George Lipsitz, "The Meaning of Memory," Cultural Anthropology, Vol. 1, No. 4 (Nov., 1986), pp. 355-387; 
Lynn Spigel, "The Suburban Home Companion: Television and the Neighborhood Ideal in Postwar America," Welcome to the Dreamhouse (2001), 31-59;
In-class excerpts of 1950s popular television.


Week 6

3/20
John Molyneux, "Expression of an Age," Socialist Review 229(April 1999); 
Annabell Shark, "MoMA, The Bomb and the Abstract Expressionists," Direct Art (I can't figure out the publication date for this, but it seems like an interesting, if highly political, perspective.);
Nicholas Pioch, WebMuseum, Paris, Website on Abstract Expressionism; 

Recommended: National Gallery of Art exhibit on Mark Rothko
Jack Kerouac, "Essentials of Spontaneous Prose" (1958); 

Please also read first half of Jack Kerouac, On the Road (1957).
3/22
Finish reading and discuss Kerouac's On the Road.
Video of Kerouac reading on The Steve Allen Show
Kerouac Quotes

Week 7 – SPRING VACATION

Week 8

4/3

Stuart Hall, “Notes on Deconstructing ‘the Popular'” in People's History and Socialist Theory, (1981);

Michael Bertrand, "Could fifty million record buyers have been irrelevant?" : Understanding the Past through Popular Music" in Race, Rock, and Elvis(2000);
Rock 'n' Roll Music Selections. 
Powerpoint Presentation for Tuesday
Passages for Tuesday.
4/5 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Selections from Stride toward Freedom (1958), 90-107, 132-150, 189-224;
Read and listen to Malcolm X, "The Ballot or the Bullet" (1966);
Read and listen to MLK, Jr.'s "I Have a Dream" speech;

Paul Gilroy, "'Get Up, Get into It and Get Involved' - Soul, Civil Rights and Black Power" (1987) reproduced in John Storey, ed., Cultural Theory and Popular Culture: A Reader (2009), 355-364.

Listen to songs of the civil rights movement.
Listen to soul music selections.


Week 9

4/10
Betty Friedan, "The Problem that Has No Name," The Feminine Mystique (1963);
Kathie Sarachild, "Consciousness-Raising: A Radical Weapon" (1968);
"Female Liberation: A Joint Statement by Six Female Liberation Groups in Chapel Hill and Durham, N.C." (late 60s);
Powerpoint Presentation for Tuesday
In-class screening of clips from Woodstock (1970);
Popular music from the sixties.

4/12
Joan Didion, "Where the Kissing Never Stops" and "Slouching towards Bethlehem" in Slouching towards Bethlehem (1968); 

Peter Braunstein and Michael William Doyle, ed., Imagine Nation: The American Counterculture of the 1960s and 70s (2001), excerpts;
Thomas Frank, The Conquest of Cool: Business Culture, Counterculture, and the Rise of Hip Consumerism (1997), excerpts;
Lisa Law, Photographs from the Counterculture (Smithsonian Exhibit);
Richard Rogin, "Joe Kelly Has Reached His Boiling Point" (1971);
Website composed by students in my American Studies Web Museum course on Vietnam and student protest at Middlebury.
Week 10

4/17

Screening: All the President's Men on Monday, April 16 at 7:30 PM, location TBA
Be sure to see the film before class today!
Michael Schudson, Watergate in American Memory (1992), 9-33 and 103-126.
Powerpoint Presentation for Tuesday
Discussion Questions
4/19 
Please read the following selections from William Abrahams, ed., Prize Stories of the Seventies: From the O. Henry Awards (1981):
Joyce Carol Oates, "The Dead" (1971), 58-88;
Alice Adams, "Alternatives" (1973), 137-151;
Tim O'Brien, "Night March" (1975), 258-265;
John Updike, "Separating" (1975), 266-277.

Week 11

4/24

Week 12 

5/1

Week 13

5/8



