WWII as Race War:  Brief Timeline of Japanese-American Internment and Military Service

· December 7, 1941 -- Attack on Pearl Harbor.   Local authorities and F.B.I. begin to round up leadership of Japanese American communities. 

· February 19, 1942 -- President Roosevelt signs Executive Order 9066, which sets the stage for the entire forced removal and incarceration of Japanese Americans.

· March 18, 1942 – Roosevelt signs Executive Order 9102 establishing the War Relocation Authority (WRA), which oversees internment camps.

· February , 1943 -- The 442nd Regimental Combat Team is activated, made up entirely of Japanese Americans. “Loyalty questionnaire” distributed for use in the camps.

· September 13, 1943 -- Tule Lake becomes a segregation center for “disloyal” internees. 

· November 4, 1943 -- Tule Lake uprising. 

· January 14, 1944 -- Nisei eligibility for the draft is restored. 

· May 10, 1944 -- Federal Grand Jury issues indictments against 63 Heart Mountain draft resistors. The 63 are found guilty and sentenced to jail terms on June 26. They are pardoned on December 24, 1947.

· October 27-30, 1944 -- The 442nd Regimental Combat Team rescues an American battalion which had been cut off and surrounded by the enemy.  Eight hundred casualties are suffered by the 442nd to rescue 211 men. 

· January 2, 1945 -- Restrictions preventing resettlement on the West Coast are removed, although many exceptions continue to exist. A few carefully screened Japanese Americans had returned to the coast in late 1944.

· March 20, 1946 -- Tule Lake closes, culminating "an incrediblle mass evacuation in reverse." In the month prior to the closing, some 5,000 internees had to be moved, many of whom were elderly, impoverished, or mentally ill and with no place to go. 

· July 15, 1946 -- 442nd Regimental Combat Team is received on the White House lawn by President Truman, who remarks, "You fought not only the enemy but you fought prejudice -- and you have won."
