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A Cultural History of Everyday Objects
In this course, we will examine the relationship between everyday objects, on the one hand, and cultural values and ideas, on the other. We will explore theories and methods of material culture studies in the United States. Students will also work individually and in groups to collect, interpret, and exhibit an original group of artifacts. Throughout the term, students will acquire web skills appropriate to the online exhibition of their artifact collections.
Some definitions of material culture:  


Material culture is the array of artifacts and cultural landscapes that people create according to traditional, patterned, and often tacit concepts of value and utility that have been developed over time, through use and experimentation.  These artifacts and landscapes objectively represent a groups’ subjective vision of custom and order. 


Material culture: the totality of artifacts in a culture; the vast universe of objects used by humankind to cope with the physical world, to facilitate social intercourse, to delight our fancy, and to create symbols of meaning.  


The underlying premise is that objects made or modified by humans, consciously or unconsciously, directly or indirectly, reflect the belief patterns of individuals who made, commissioned, purchased, or used them, and, by extension, the belief patterns of the larger society to which they belonged.

Definitions of material culture by Howard W. Marshall, Melville Herskovitz, and Jules Prown, all quoted in Thomas J. Schlereth, “Material Culture and Cultural Research” (1985), 3-4.

Requirements:

· Since this is an intensive, one-month course, students are expected to attend every class session.

· Students are expected to complete all course readings and participate actively in class discussions and activities. 

· Each student will contribute to one group project focusing on a particular cultural landscape (a neighborhood or residential subdivision, the College, a cemetery, a park, a school or institution, etc.).

· Each student will also produce an independent project focusing on an artifact or a collection of related artifacts.  Guidelines for this assignment are outlined in Kenneth Haltman’s introductory essay in American Artifacts.  Students will produce an analytic essay (5-7 pages) and contribute to a course web page featuring all of the artifacts studied by members of the course.  

Course Schedule:
Tuesday, January 4 – Introduction
Grace Elizabeth Hale. “For Colored” and “For White”: Segregating Consumption in the South,” in Jane Dailey, Glenda Elizabeth Gilmore, Bryant Simon, ed., Jumpin’ Jim Crow: Southern Politics from Civil War to Civil Rights (Princeton University Press, 2000), 162-182. 

Thursday, January 6 – Methodology

Kenneth Haltman, “Introduction,” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 1-10.

Jules David Prown, “The Truth of Material Culture: History or Fiction?” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 11-27.

Charlene Mires, “Object Lessons: Material Culture on the World Wide Web,” OAH Magazine of History 15:4  (Summer, 2001), pp. 85-87. 


Friday, January 7 – Exemplifying the Prownian Method
Robyn Asleson, “Seduced by an Old Flame: Paradox and Illusion in a Late-Twentieth-Century Lucite Lighter,” in in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed.  American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 28-45.

Jennifer L. Roberts, “Lucubrations on a Lava Lamp: Technocracy, Counterculture, and Containment in the Sixties,” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 167-189.

Tuesday, January 11 – Cultural Landscapes

Peirce Lewis, “Common Landscapes as Historic Documents,” in Steven Lubar and W. David Kingery, ed., History from Things: Essays on Material Culture (Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993), 115-139.

Ian W. Brown, “The New England Cemetery as a Cultural Landscape,” in Steven Lubar and W. David Kingery, ed., History from Things: Essays on Material Culture (Washington: Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993), 140-159.
Field Trip to West Cemetery on Route 30 across from Athletic Complex.
Thursday, January 13 – Gender and Material Culture

Jo B. Paoletti, “The Gendering of Infants’ and Toddlers’ Clothing in America,” in Katherine Martinez and Kenneth L. Ames, ed., The Material Culture of Gender – The Gender of Material Culture (Winterthur Museum, 1997), 27-35.

Virginia Scharff, “Gender and Genius: The Auto Industry and Femininity,” in Katherine Martinez and Kenneth L. Ames, ed., The Material Culture of Gender – The Gender of Material Culture (Winterthur Museum, 1997), 137-156.
In-class research and discussion on gender and contemporary children’s fashions and automobiles.
Friday, January 14 – Household Technology

Amy B. Werbel, “The Foley Food Mill,” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 229-241.  

Allison J. Clarke, “Tupperware: Product as Social Relation,” Ann Smart Martin and J. Ritchie Garrison, ed., American Material Culture: The Shape of the Field (Winterthur Museum, 1997), 225-250.

Tuesday, January 18 –
Leslie Shannon Miller, “The Many Faces of Eve:  Styles of Womanhood Embodied in a Late-Nineteenth-Century Corset,” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 129-147.

Lucy Soutter, “An Heirloom: Interpreting a Gilded Age Tortoiseshell Locket,” in Jules David Prown and Kenneth Haltman, ed. American Artifacts: Essays in Material Culture (East Lansing, MI: Michigan State University Press, 2000), 213-227.

Thursday, January 20 – Cultural Landscapes Presentations

Friday, January 21 – Technology Workshop

Tuesday, January 25 – In-class workshop on artifact collections

Thursday, January 27 – In-class workshop on artifact collections

Friday, January 28 – Artifact Presentations
Ann Smart Martin, “Makers, Buyers, and Users: Consumerism as a Material Culture Framework. Winterthur Portfolio, Vol. 28. No. 2/3 (Summer-Autumn 1993): 141-157.

LINKS

http://www.smithsonianlegacies.si.edu/gallery.cfm?gallery=4Mirror%20of%20America#2Everyday%20Life
emergence of advertising in America

http://library.duke.edu/digitalcollections/eaa/

.

