MENU:

PROFESSOR – REQUIREMENTS – TEXTS – SCHEDULE – WRITING RESOURCES -- LINKS
HOME:  

FYSE1335A-F11

Tues-Thurs 9:30-10:45 in Munroe 405
“Without the Cold War, what’s the point of being American?” So asks Rabbit Angstrom, the main character in John Updike’s 1990 novel, Rabbit at Rest. In this course, we will examine the Cold War’s impact on American culture throughout the period 1945-1991, with a focus on art, literature, television, film, consumer culture, and politics. Texts will include Luce, The American Century; Peale, The Power of Positive Thinking; Vonnegut, Player Piano; and Friedan, The Feminine Mystique.  Films will include The Thing from Another World!, Dr. Strangelove, and Terminator.  3 hours a week with occasional screenings.

REQUIRMENTS:

1. Participation:

Class participation is vital in a small, discussion-based course such as this. All members of the seminar should be prepared to contribute vocally at every class meeting. Unavoidable absences should be excused and should not exceed two during the semester.

2. Essays:

Each student will write four essays over the course of the semester. 

1. Draft of first essay (3-4 pages) due Monday, September 19. Essays will be returned with comments on Thursday, September 22; rewrites are due on Friday, September 30.  
2. Draft of second essay (3-4 pages) due on Monday, October 10. We will discuss them in class on Tuesday, October 11.  Final drafts are due on Monday, October 17.

3. Draft of third essay (3-4 pages) due on Thursday, November 3. YOU MUST BRING THREE COPIES TO CLASS WITH YOU THAT DAY.  Students will also meet with the peer writing tutor to discuss their work. Final drafts are due on Wednesday, November 16.

4. A short research essay (5-7 pages) on a Cold War topic of your choice. Please consult with me about your topic. Topic statements are due in class on Tuesday, November 22.  Final essays are due Monday, December 5.

3. Screenings:

Over the course of the semester, we will have a few evening film screenings, as indicated on the course schedule. You must either attend these screenings or watch the films in the Davis Family Library prior to the class meeting that follows the scheduled screening.

4.  Laptop Policy:

You may bring your laptop to class, but it must be closed except when directly consulting online materials assigned for class.  Use of laptops for any other purpose is strictly prohibited.  

5. Academic Honesty:

PLEASE SIGN THE PLEDGE ON ALL OF YOUR WORK FOR THIS COURSE. FOR INFORMATION ABOUT MIDDLEBURY'S HONOR CODE, CLICK HERE.


TEXTS:

Paul Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light 


Stephen Whitfield, Culture of the Cold War 
Kurt Vonnegut, Player Piano
Michael Kackman, Citizen Spy

James Baldwin, Notes of a Native Son
Electronic files of additional readings can be accessed electronically.

SCHEDULE:

Orientation Week

Wednesday, 9/7
Luce, The American Century (read in class)

Civil Defense films: Duck and Cover (1951) and The House in the Middle (1954)
Week 1

Tuesday 9/13 
Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light, 1-106.
Read and discuss President Harry Truman’s Statement Announcing the Use of the A-Bomb at Hiroshima (August 6, 1945) in preparation for first essay assignment.

Ad for Dorothy Gray cosmetics (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Q1gksqqhLU&feature=related)


Thursday 9/15

Peter B. Hales, "The Atomic Sublime," American Studies 32:1(1991), 5-31;

Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light, 107-240.
More popular culture references to nuclear weapons, including:
Slim Gaillard Quartette - Atomic Cocktail [1945] http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fDxfjLnWUkQ&feature=related
Homer Harris - Atomic Bomb Blues (1947)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FeHTeMfCYWw&feature=related
The Buchanan Brothers - Atomic Power (1946)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1sP01ylAkfo&feature=related
Uranium Fever: Elton Britt, 1955 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ANI6oj8p2M&feature=related

The Five Stars - "Atom Bomb Baby" (1957 song) -- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=intOgKtKxBk&feature=related
Week 2 
Draft 1 of Essay 1 due on Monday, 9/19 

Tuesday 9/20

Boyer, By the Bomb’s Early Light, 241-351.
Tuesday 9/20 -- Screening of The Thing from Another World (1951), 7:00 PM, location TBA

Thursday 9/22


Essay drafts returned with comments 

Eric Smoodin, "Watching the Skies: Hollywood, the 1950s, and the Soviet Threat," Journal of American Culture 11:2(1988), 35-40.

Ellen Schrecker, The Age of McCarthyism: A Brief History with Documents (1994), excerpts. (http://writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/50s/schrecker-age.html)

Discussion questions and passages
Week 3
Tuesday 9/27

Stephen Whitfield, Culture of the Cold War, 1-126;
Norman Vincent Peale, The Power of Positive Thinking (1952), 1-17;
Cecil B. DeMille, The Ten Commandments (promotional trailer and materials);

Kay Starr, The Man Upstairs (1954 hit song) http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WH-eZNkcxk.
Thursday 9/29

Whittaker Chambers, Selection from Witness (1952), 270-283;

Lillian Hellman, Selection from Scoundrel Time (1976), 66-73;

Joseph McCarthy, "Speech at Wheeling, West Virginia"; 

Leslie Fiedler, “Hiss, Chambers, and the Age of Innocence,”

Commentary, August 1951;
Irving Howe, “Lillian Hellman and the McCarthy Years,” Dissent, September 1976;
Other HUAC documents from The Fifties Web;
Robert Taylor testimony before HUAC, 1947 (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D2Z7gA8CFz0&feature=related).
Friday 9/30 – Final drafts of first essay due.
Week 4
Monday 10/3 – Screening of On the Waterfront, 7:00 PM, location TBA

Tuesday 10/4

Stephen Whitfield, Culture of the Cold War, 127-242.

Anti-Communism in Cold War film:  The Red Menace, I Was a Communist for the FBI, etc.

Thursday 10/6

Shawn J. Parry-Giles, “‘Camouflaged’ Propaganda: The Truman and Eisenhower Administrations’ Covert Manipulation of News,” Western Journal of Communication, (Spring 1996), pp. 146-167.

Mark Van Pelt, “The Cold War on the Air,” Journal of Popular Culture, 18:2 (1984), 97-110.
Discuss Cold War visual culture in anticipation of assignment due on Monday, 10/10

Week 5
Monday 10/10 -- First draft of second essay due.

Tuesday 10/11 
In-class writing workshop to peer edit second essays.
Michael Kackman, Citizen Spy, 1-148;

Thursday 10/13

Michael Kackman, Citizen Spy
In-class screening of clips from I Spy and other espionage programs on television

Week 6
Tuesday 10/18 – no class – midterm recess

Thursday 10/20

Kurt Vonnegut, Player Piano, 1-169.

William Whyte, The Organization Man, excerpts;

Irving Howe, “This Age of Conformity.”

Are You Popular? (1950s educational film)

Friday 10/21 -- Final drafts of second essay due.

Week 7
Tuesday 10/25
Kurt Vonnegut, Player Piano, 169-352.

Wednesday 10/26

Screening – The Manchurian Candidate – 7:00 PM, location TBA

Thursday 10/27

Michael Rogin, “Kiss Me Deadly: Communism, Motherhood, and Cold War Movies,” Representations, 6(Spring 1984), 1-36; 

Daniel J. Leab, “How Red Was My Valley: Hollywood, the Cold War Film, and I Married a Communist,” Journal of Contemporary History 19:1 (Jan. 1984), 59-88.

Ferdinand Lundberg and Marynia F. Farnham, Modern Women: The Lost Sex (1947), excerpt.

Week 8
Tuesday 11/1

Elaine Tyler May, “Cold War, Warm Hearth: Politics and the Family in Postwar America",” and “Explosive Issues: in Homeward Bound: American Families in the Cold War Era.

In-class screening: In the Suburbs (1957)

Wednesday 11/2 – First draft of third essay due.

Thursday 11/3

Bring completed first draft of third essay to class today for in-class workshop;

Sign up to meet with peer writing tutor;

Betty Friedan, “The Happy Housewife Heroine” and “The Problem that Has No Name” in The Feminine Mystique (1963); 

Week 9
Tuesday 11/8
James Gilbert, A Cycle of Outrage (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986), 11-23.

Bradford W. Wright, “Youth Crisis: Comic Books and Controversy,” and “Reds, Romance, and Renegades: Comic Books and the Culture of the Cold War, 1947-1954,” Comic Book Nation: The Transformation of Youth Culture in America (2001), 86-153;

Fredric Wertham, "Blueprints to Delinquency". Reader's Digest, May 1954, 24.

Wednesday 11/9 – Rebel without a Cause (1955)
Thursday 11/10 
Peter Biskind, “Wild in the Streets:  Rebel without a Cause, Blackboard Jungle, I Was a Teeneage Werewolf, and The Space Children,” Seeing Is Believing:  How Hollywood Taught Us to Stop Worrying and Love the Fifties(1983), 197-227.

Week 10
Tuesday 11/15
Halberstam, The Fifties, Chs 28-30, 36, 44.

Mary Dudziak, “ Brown as a Cold War Case,” Journal of American History (June 2004), 32-47.
Samples from Reporting Civil Rights.

Edward P. Morgan, “The Good, the Bad and the Forgotten: Media Culture and Public Memory of the Civil Rights Movement,” in The Civil Rights Movement in American Memory.

Martin Luther King, Jr.  Stride toward Freedom

Thursday 11/17

James Baldwin, Notes of a Native Son 

Friday 11/18 – Final drafts of essay 3 are due.  


Week 11
Tuesday 11/22
Eva Cockcroft, “Abstract Expressionism: Weapon of the Cold War,” Artforum

John Molyneux, "Expression of an Age," Socialist Review 229(April 1999); 

Annabell Shark, "MoMA, The Bomb and the Abstract Expressionists," Direct Art (I can't figure out the publication date for this, but it seems like an interesting, if highly political, perspective.);

Nicholas Pioch, WebMuseum, Paris, Website on Abstract Expressionism;

Abstract Expressionism at the Artchive,

Erika Doss, “The Art of Cultural Politics,” in Recasting America,

195-217.

Jane DeHart Mathews, “Art and Politics in Cold War America,”

American Historical Review 81:4 (October 1976), 762-787.

Clement Greenberg, “Avant Garde and Kitsch.”

Clement Greenberg, Essays on Jackson Pollock.

Thursday, 11/24 – no class – Thanksgiving recess


Week 12
Tuesday 11/29
Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964, Dir. by Stanley Kubrick, starring Peter Sellers)

Students for a Democratic Society, The Port Huron Statement (1962)
Women’s Strike for Peace

Choose topics for final essay.
Thursday 12/1
Class research trip to the Library


Week 13

Tuesday, 12/6
President Reagan's Speech to the National Association of Evangelicals
Orlando, Florida on March 8, 1983. (The “Evil Empire” Speech) 
· J. L. Gaddis, "Hanging Tough Paid Off," from The Bulletin of Atomic Scientists (Jan/Feb 1989)(electronic reserve).

· Richard Ned Lebow and Janice Gross Stein, "Reagan and the Russians," in Atlantic Monthly (Feb. 1994)(electronic reserve).

Thursday, 12/8

Alan Brinkley, “The Illusion of Unity in Cold War Culture,” in Rethinking Cold War Culture, 61-73.

Elaine Tyler May, "Echoes of the Cold War: The Aftermath of September 11 at Home," in Mary L. Dudziak, ed., September 11 in History: A Watershed Moment? (Duke University Press, 2003), 35-54 

Robert James Maddox, "Why We Had to Drop the Atomic Bomb," American Heritage (May/June 1995).

"The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb" Gar Alperovitz and the H-Net Debate
WRITING RESOURCES:

http://www.schepartzlab.yale.edu/Coollinkspdfs/yale-writingprose.pdf

Victor Navasky, "HUAC in Hollywood," Naming Names (New York:  Viking Press, 1980), 78-96.

12.  Eric Bentley, ed., Thirty Years of Treason (New York:  Viking Press, 1971), 147-165; 533-543.

