AMCV1002A-W12
AMERICAN STUDIES WEB MUSEUM

This is an experimental course in local cultural history and web design. We will use original archival materials from Special Collections to contribute new web pages to the American Studies Web Museum at Middlebury College. This year’s theme will be “The History of Race and Education at Middlebury College.”  Using materials in Special Collections, we will examine the history of Middlebury students of color; the role of racial topics in the College curriculum; and the College community’s response to broader racial issues and events such as the eugenics movement, anti-Asian racism during World War II, and race-based social movements of the fifties and sixties. A considerable portion of class time will be spent on site in Special Collections. Students will learn scanning, web design, and other technical skills. Our work will contribute the broader program on race and education being sponsored by the Center for the Comparative Study of Race and Ethnicity during the 2011-2012 academic year. 

REQUIREMENTS
1. Participation:  Class participation is vital in a small, collaborative course such as this. All course members should be prepared to contribute actively at every class meeting. Since this is winter term and we have a limited number of class meetings, students are expected to have perfect attendance. 

2. Written notes and highlighted passages from assigned readings: Each student will develop a chronology of relevant shifts in race and education at Middlebury College during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, drawing on all of the assigned readings in the course.

3. Collaborative research and website preparation: This is the main substance of our work during winter term. Each student will complete clearly defined research, writing, and technical tasks related to the preparation of three or more collaborative websites. Each student will keep a portfolio detailing their contributions to the collaborative projects. Students will also independently author at least one interpretive section (2-3 pages each, double-spaced) for each of the websites. The text of these interpretive sections should be kept in students' portfolios together with journal entries and should be submitted to me on Tuesday, January 31.

4. Self-directed group research in Special Collections. 

5. Technological learning:  Students come to the course with varying degrees of proficiency with Dreamweaver, scanning software, and other educational technologies. A large part of what we will learn in this course is how to use a range of educational technologies to preserve unique cultural artifacts and contribute to a broader scholarly conversation about America's cultural past. We will also learn the principles and pragmatics of web design appropriate to our particular agenda as students of American civilization. 

Proposed Texts:

Web Style Guide, 2nd edition 
Handbook for Digital Projects, 1st edition 
Nancy Gallagher, Breeding Better Vermonters

Kevin Dann, “From Degeneration to Regeneration: The Eugenics Survey of Vermont, 1925-1937." Vermont History 59, no. 1 (1991): 5-27
Peter Irons, Justice at War: The Story of the Japanese-American Internment Cases
John Dower, War without Mercy: Race and Power in the Pacific War
Clayborne Carson, Darlene Clark Hine, Vincent Harding, Gerald Gill, David J. Garrow, The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches, and Firsthand Accounts from the Black Freedom Struggle 
Michael J. Klarman, Unfinished Business: Racial Equality in American History 
